29 th November 2021

A c a demic exc ellenc e in a nur tur ing c o mmuni ty

From the Principal...
This week we welcomed acclaimed author and playwright Zadie Smith. She spoke on a number of topics
including her writing process, inspiration, technology as well as her life here in North London and New
York. My sincerest thanks to Christine Jegede for introducing Zadie Smith to the College, to Zadie for
generously speaking to our students and to Phil Smith for organising the talk.

We also held the EPQ presentations this week. I was proud of the level of scholarship shown by the
students. It was a real treat to hear about the questions explored and the process the students went
through in writing their EPQs. A huge thanks to Cressida Tweed for leading the EPQ and to all the staff
supporting students.

A reminder that we have U6 parents evenings on Thursday 2nd December and Tuesday 7th December.
Emails have been sent about the arrangements. Please contact enquiries@woodhouse.ac.uk if you have
any questions.
Have a great week!

KEY DATES
th

Lower 6
10th January: Exam week
th
9 May: Summer exam week

Upper 6th
February: Mock Examinations

All students
9th December: Subject tutorials

Sugra Alibhai
Principal

Messages From Staff
Gender neutral toilets
From today, we have made two more toilets gender neutral. Gender neutral toilets are
located in the hub, on the ground floor of Hockman (disabled toilet) and on the ground
floor of Millennium, by the library entrance (disabled toilet).
Home testing kits for Covid
Staff will be distributing Covid tests kits over the next few days in the hub at
lunchtimes. We really want to encourage you all to test twice a week so that we can
keep the levels of Covid low and we don’t have to bring in more precautions such as
masks. We will also be arranging distribution of testing kits via tutorials before
Christmas so that you can all test before you come back in January.
Claire Mugridge
AP Finance

Student Governors
We are looking for two L6 students to join the college governing body as student governors. The elected
student governors will also become members of the Student Council. The term of office starts in January
2022 and runs to December 2022. If you would like to stand, please complete this form by Thursday 2nd
December.
Voting will be online through MS Forms and will run from Monday 6th December - Thursday 9th
December. Niamh Walters - 20010734 and Mahima Ali - 20009685 are our current student governors
and will be happy to talk to you and explain more about what the role entails.
Kevin Lawrence
Head of Year

Donations
Thank you for your donations to charity this half term. We raised:
BBC Children in Need: £315.57
North London Hospice: £96.68
Kevin Lawrence
Head of Year

U6 Exam preparations workshop
I will be holding a workshop for U6 students who would like to improve
their way of working following on from their November exams and in
preparation for February exams. Please come to Room 31 on 2nd
December. The workshop runs from 12.20 - 1.10pm. Please sign up on
Woodle under events.

Samantha Evans
Student Progress Manager

Messages From Staff
Woodhouse’s Got Talent
Next dates are:
Tuesday 30th November, 1.20 - 2.10, Main Hall.
Wednesday 1st December, 2.15 - 2.45, Room 206.

Nazia Rahim
Sociology

Christmas Jumper Day - 10th December
We are looking for Christmas Jumper Day volunteers (10xU6 & 10xL6)
to carry donation buckets and collect money for Save The Children
Fund. We also need a few volunteers to run and collect donations for a
cake/bake sale for the lunch/break slots.

We would appreciate any volunteers who are happy to go around the
college and main areas carrying buckets to collect donations from staff
and students all for a great cause! We look forward to seeing all your
lovely Christmas jumpers and accessories on Friday 10th December.
Please email attendance@woodhouse.ac.uk if you can help out.
Attendance Team

Leavers hoodies
Woodhouse Plus in South Africa is organising the College leavers hoodies. You can purchase your hoodie
for £25. This is an on-line process, so please follow the link provided below. Click here for the login page,
or alternatively go to their website and click on ‘login’ at the top of the home page.
Your login details are as follows:
Username: SL56808
Password: 56808wood
You can order and pay for your hoodies online. Choose your colour and size. We have set the shop to
close on 05/01/2022 to ensure that you will receive your hoodie by the end of next term, so you must
place your order by then.
Linda Doyle
Biology

Woodhouse Arts & Culture
Artwork of the week

Charcoal portrait study by Jena Kimberley (L6)

Mixed media sketchbook studies by Sophie Du Vergier (U6)

Yvette Kissi
Art Department

Poem of the week
Sonnet 94 Shakespeare
They that have power to hurt, and will do none,
That do not do the thing they most do show,
Who, moving others, are themselves as stone,
Unmoved, cold, and to temptation slow;
They rightly do inherit heaven’s graces,
And husband nature’s riches from expense;
They are the lords and owners of their faces,
Others, but stewards of their excellence.
The summer’s flower is to the summer sweet,
Though to itself, it only live and die,
But if that flower with base infection meet,
The basest weed outbraves his dignity:
For sweetest things turn sourest by their deeds;
Lilies that fester, smell far worse than weeds.

Article of the week
“Beyond satire”: the strange world of
the hereditary peers
The House of Lords is one of the world’s
most bloated assemblies, surpassed in size
only by China’s National People’s Congress.
George Parker reports on the small group
of hereditary peers clinging to their seats.

Sonnet 94 is considered to be one of Shakespeare’s most
challenging and ambiguous sonnets. J H Prynne has even
written a whole book about this one sonnet. If you
would like to you can read more about its possible
meanings here.
John O’Shea
English Department

Woodhouse Wellbeing
Looking after your mental health
Mental health includes your emotional, psychological and social well-being. It
affects how you think, feel and act. It also helps determine how you handle
stress, relate to others and make choices. When your mental health dips, you
may experience feeling sad or down and start to withdraw from friends and
activities. It is important to talk and reach out to someone, to feel more
connected as well as give voice to what you are experiencing.
Kooth is an anonymous and confidential online service that helps with any problems you may have. You
can ask for advice on their discussion boards with other young people and help others with their
questions too, read magazine articles, and take part in weekly live forums. You can also speak to their
online counselling team for further, private support through their chat service or messages. Check out
their short video here.
To sign up, please click on this link to their homepage.
Safeguarding Team

Wider Opportunities
Gresham College lectures
Contact email: enquiries@gresham.ac.uk
Lecture by Subject

History & Politics
Law
Literature & Media

Date / Time

Subject title

Link

Wednesday 1st December
6pm
Thursday 2nd December
6pm

Early Protestant Missions to Jews,
Muslims and Pagans: A Dangerous Model

Click here.

Judicial Racism and the Lammie Review

Click here.

Monday 29th November

Women in Science Fiction

Click here.
Aisha Adesanya
Alumni & External Relations

UCAS apprenticeships fair
The UCAS/Discovery Apprenticeships Fair is tomorrow! Grab your free ticket to
explore the world of apprenticeships, speak to big name employers, and take part
in their Live Lounge line-up…
Live Lounge top pick
UCAS: how can we help you find the right apprenticeship? By Sam Skyes
Need help with the basics or unsure if an apprenticeship could be the right choice for
you? In this session, I'll explain the different types of apprenticeships, what to expect, and
how apply. Plus, we'll take a look at some of the current vacancies on Career Finder and
answer your questions live.
Click here to see the full line up.
Kevin Lawrence
Head of Year

Wider Opportunities
Aspire
King’s College London are inviting L6 to apply for the next cohort of
Aspire. Applications for Aspire close in just over a week’s time on
Wednesday December 1st 2021. Interested students can apply here.
Aspire is a two-year programme designed to support sixth formers of African and Caribbean heritage as
they transition from school to university. It is run in partnership between King’s College London’s African
Caribbean Society and Widening Participation Department.
While Black students make up 8% of the student body at UK universities, within the Russell Group
(research-intensive) universities, this number drops to 4%. King’s College London are committed to
increasing the number of Black students in their student body and have identified Black students as
priority group. Other priority groups are care experienced students, young carers, forced migrants,
estranged students and Gypsy, Roma & traveller students.
Aspire runs from January 2022 to June 2023, working with students from Year 12 to the end of their time
at sixth form/college. Students who started year 12 in September 2021 (including those restarting the
year) and have parents that did not attend university are eligible for this programme.
Benefits of participating in Aspire include:
• A mentor in the form of a current King’s student
• On campus activities and soft skills workshops
• Application and university transition support
• Regular information and guidance sessions for parents & supporters

Kevin Lawrence
Head of Year

