22 nd November 2021

A c a demic exc ellenc e in a nur tur ing c o mmuni ty

From the Principal...
We have had another busy week this week!

On Wednesday we held our annual Higher Education afternoon. Our L6 students
heard from a number of universities on broad topics such as ‘making a competitive
application’, ‘how to choose a degree’ as well as specific subjects. A huge thank you
to Aisha Adesanya for organising the event and to all our guests that supported.
On Thursday students organised a fundraising event for Children in Need. As ever it
was a joy to see such community spirit in play. I was a little envious of some of the
slippers that were showcased! Thank you to the Woodhouse Events and
Opportunities team for organising the day and to Kevin Lawrence for his support.
A few reminders
On Tuesday 23rd November we have an INSET day.
On Thursday 2nd December and Tuesday 7th December we have Parents
Evening for our U6 students. An email with further details was sent last week.
Please book your appointments as soon as you can. Please email
enquiries@woodhouse.ac.uk if you have any questions.
UCAS
Well done to our U6 students for applying by the 15th of November. I hope
this supports students in focusing on their learning for the rest of this year. As
offers and declines come in students may feel the full range of emotions. Our
tutors and teachers are here to support you along with our Heads of Year.
Please can I stress that students should not finalise their firm or insurance
choices until much later on in the year when we have a fuller sense of final projected grades. It can be
tempting to rush this decision early on if decisions come in quickly- but students should wait until at least
after the February assessments are completed.

Learning agreements
We still have around 150 outstanding learning
agreements. If you haven’t signed yours yet, it
will be sent to your email daily and we will
eventually be chasing this up with parents too.
This is an important legal document that must
be signed, so please do so as soon as possible.

KEY DATES
th

Lower 6
10th January: Exam week
th
9 May: Summer exam week

Upper 6th
February: Mock Examinations

All students
9th December: Subject tutorials
rd
23 November: Staff INSET day

I wish you all a great week ahead.
Sugra Alibhai
Principal

Messages From Staff
PEEPS
If you have sustained an injury which impacts on your mobility to navigate around campus, then you may
require a Personal Emergency Action Plan to be drawn up in order to keep you safe. Can all students
affected please come forward and contact me for support as necessary.
Mark Jarvis - Estates Manager: mjarvis@woodhouse.ac.uk.
Office - 1st Floor Main Building (next to Principal’s office)
Mark Jarvis
Estates Manager

Student Access to Campus
The Student Council have asked if students could come in to College earlier. We have discussed this and
have agreed that we will trial this and open earlier for students with immediate effect. Students will now
be able to come on site from 7.30am. Students must stay in the student hub and canteen area before
8am. We will review this decision at Christmas and hope that students respect our expectations. For
those wishing to use the library, you can then move there from 8am onwards.
Affordable breakfast
The Canteen will open earlier at 7.45am and will be offering breakfast for £1. This will be either tea
and toast or porridge and a cup of tea. We would like to ensure that you have access to breakfast in case
you missed it.
COVID
The Covid flowchart that explains what to do if you think you may have Covid, or
you have been a close contact, is now available via the Woodle home page.
Please click here for the flowchart.
Claire Mugridge
AP Finance

Speakers Corner - November
• Zadie Smith, Novelist – This Thursday 25th November in the main hall,
3.20 - 4.30pm. Spaces limited, sign up today to avoid disappointment.
•

Alex Rattan, Bank of England, Monday 29th November. Sold out, waiting
list only. Conference room, 3.20 - 4.30pm.

•

Adrian Flasher, Crown Prosecution Service, 9th December in the main
hall, 3.20 - 4.30pm. Spaces limited, sign up today to avoid disappointment.

Please register for all events on Woodle.
For further details on these and future events join the Speakers Corner Team using ci6kn0j.
Phillip Smith
Speakers Corner Coordinator

Messages From Staff
Christmas Jumper Day - 10th December
We are looking for Christmas Jumper Day volunteers (10xU6 & 10xL6)
to carry donation buckets and collect money for Save The Children
Fund. We also need a few volunteers to run and collect donations for a
cake/bake sale for the lunch/break slots.
We would appreciate any volunteers who are happy to go around the
college and main areas carrying buckets to collect donations from staff
and students all for a great cause! We look forward to seeing all your
lovely Christmas jumpers and accessories on Friday 10th December.
Please email attendance@woodhouse.ac.uk if you can help out.
Attendance Team

U6 Exam preparations workshop
I will be holding a workshop for U6 students who would like to improve their way of working following
on from their November exams and in preparation for February exams. Please come to Room 31 on 2nd
December. The workshop runs from 12.20 - 1.10pm. Please sign up on Woodle under events.
Samantha Evans
Student Progress Manager

Student Council newsletter
Please click here to read the Student Council newsletter, November edition.
Pronoun badges
Pronoun badges are available to buy from the College office. £1 for one and £1.50
for two. Card payments welcome.
Message from the Pride Club
Are you a member of the LQBTQ+ community and want to socialise with other
people like you? Pride Club is open and having meetings! If you would like to join or
you have any questions, please email one of the leaders:
Yaz (they/them): 20010480@woodhouse.ac.uk
Chloe (she/her): 20013204@woodhouse.ac.uk

Little Princess Trust donations
My sister and I are raising money for the Little Princess Trust. They are an amazing
charity that makes wigs for young children that have lost their hair. Please click this
link to donate anything you can because it will help so much!

Kevin Lawrence
Head of Year

Shivani (student)

Woodhouse Arts & Culture
Artwork of the week

Charcoal portrait study by Atosa Mohammadian (L6)

Mixed media portrait by Rosa Stephenson (U6)

Yvette Kissi
Art Department

Poem of the week
I love but I hate my home: A poet’s ode to Tottenham
A teenager from north London has beaten more than 6,000 young poets to win one of the biggest poetry
competitions in the world. Giovanni Rose, 17, was born and bred in Tottenham and wrote the poem
Welcome to Tottenham based on his experiences of growing up in the area.
He said: "It was an amazing feeling. It’s important to use your voice, you’ll never know what changes you
can make until you try.” The Foyle Young Poets of the Year Award is the largest award for young poets
aged 11-17 writing original works in English. Watch his poem here.

Article of the week
Why we fail to prepare for disasters
Catastrophes such as the coronavirus are all too predictable.
What makes us do nothing in the face of danger, asks Tim Harford.
Read it here.

John O’Shea
English Department

Woodhouse Wellbeing
Cross Country: 9th December at Copthall Playing Fields!
Good luck to our students Roger Wilcox and Joesph Collinge for their run in the upcoming event. It is
great to have participants from Woodhouse College experiencing these great opportunities given in the
local borough of Barnet. If you want a change of scenery from your regular run route or a new challenge,
let me know if you would like to participate: ccopeland@woodhouse.ac.uk.
Table Tennis: Good luck on 26th November!
We have 2 teams participating in the Table Tennis Championships at London Academy on Friday 26th
November. Good Luck to both teams involved and enjoy the experience!
Team 1:
Arshia Pirzadeh
Omar Sawalha
Ari Khatri
Baheer Mohammad

Team 2:
Harry Heard
Ezra Costello
Shahriar Miah
Rafael Duarte

Congratulations to the male football team on their first Home Game vs Mill Hill County with a brilliant
6-4 win! WHC led 1-0 at half-time and gave a very entertaining second half for all the supporters to
enjoy. Thanks to all who came along to watch and support the team, and for respecting the Astroturf
rules. It was great to see you all represent WHC as a community. We look forward to the next home
game… Join the Microsoft Teams for male football - 26w22kc.
Sport and Wellbeing activities:
It has been amazing to see the progression of participants throughout the weeks since the start of
September. If you have not made it to a session yet or you are struggling to have ideas of what to do,
then watch this Sport and Wellbeing video to get some ideas and motivation. There is also a fitness video
you can try on the same YouTube channel – let me know if you completed the challenge!
Female Friday Basketball – Due to the high demand of interest from females and too many males in each
Basketball session, starting this week, Friday Basketball sessions are now for females only. Female
participation is very low in sport compared to males and with this session available to females only, we
are hoping more females will feel confident to participate in Basketball and get involved more! Join the
Female Basketball Teams group - w91vdi2.
If you are interested in joining the This Girl Can Campaign, join the Microsoft Teams group and contact
Tani - 6tcs5p5.

Charlotte Copeland
Sport & Wellbeing Coordinator

Woodhouse Wellbeing
Thank you to all students who help to set up equipment and put it away, please continue to do this in my
absence to help the coaches and staff continue to provide you with these opportunities each day. Please
make sure you continue to sign-in on the register.
Dance freestyle vs Dance Routine on the timetable:
Dance freestyle includes students who are using the dance studio for free-flow dancing of their choice.
There is a portable speaker you can use or an aux cable for the stereo on the wall to connect to your
phone to dance to your chosen beats amongst your group. You may see Leandra in there helping others
learn the routine from our Wednesday Dance class! Join the Dance Society group on Teams to message
others to join you in the studio or to see who is already there!
Dance Routine involves our external dance teacher Georgia, who teaches a new dance routine each
week! Each week includes a new type of dance style to experience, voted by the attending students for
the following week’s class. You can practice your new routines in the dance freestyle sessions!
Meditation: Pop into the dance studio to meditate or relax, (on Friday use the classrooms opposite) to
have a safe space to use your mediation app or skills learned from Max Green. Contact Max for more
details on when he will be there – Microsoft Teams Meditation group - 73e0642.
Netball: Training is usually on Thursdays, however in the next few weeks leading to the end of term, the
days may change. Join the Netball Teams group to contact Tani or Miss Jo Large to find out when to
attend – Microsoft Teams – Netball: b33noxh.

Charlotte Copeland
Sport & Wellbeing Coordinator

Wider Opportunities

