20 th June 2022

A c a demic exc ellenc e in a nur tur ing c o mmuni ty
KEY DATES
th

From the Principal...

Lower 6
Upper 6th
27th to 29th June: Exams resits 29th June: Prom
28th June: UCAS 1-2-1 day
(7:30pm – midnight)

Last week we hosted two different events as part of our
Speakers Corner programme.

All students
22nd, 23rd, 24th & 27th June: INSET days
5th July: Music concert
14th July: Last day

On Monday we welcomed David Bodanis (left), author, who
spoke about his writing, his life and his toolkit for living. My
thanks to David for joining us as well Speakers for Schools who
helped facilitate the visit.
On Thursday we welcomed the Longford Trust (below) to the
College. The Longford Trust is about second chances for those
who have been in prison. The Longford Scholarship programme
has, over the past 12 years, supported 200 young people, most
of them in the 20s, to rebuild their lives through education after
serving a prison sentence. 85% go to university, graduate, and move forward to have careers, settle down,
and start families. In short, they do all the “normal” things that most take for granted. Students had a
chance to hear from two scholars, Warren and Kyle who spoke movingly about their experiences in
prison and their recent impressive achievements.
We are delighted to be their school partner this year
and our students will have the chance to attend and
support this year’s Longford Lecture in November. A
huge thank you to the team for this opportunity. For
more information about the Longford Trust and how to
support their work please visit Home - The Longford
Trust.
It was a pleasure to visit the hub on Wednesday as there were a
number of stalls and stands marking PRIDE month. My thanks to
the students who led such a joyful event!
A reminder that we have INSET days from Wednesday 22nd to
Monday 27th June. Students should use this time to access
experiences of the workplace, visit universities and finalise their
UCAS statements.
I wish you a great week ahead!
Sugra Alibhai
Principal

Messages From Staff
Pride Month
Thanks for supporting the Pride Month bake sale last week. You raised £130 to support Stonewall and
Switchboard.

Kevin Lawrence
Head of Year

Celebrating 50 years of Pride
Visit the college Library to find a selection of LGBTQ Books to borrow.

The Library Team

Messages From Staff
Science event - Sign up on Woodle
Bacterial Evolution on 22.06.2022
You will step into the role of a clinical
bacteriologist and use research-grade
laboratory equipment to investigate DNA
samples from new outbreaks of bacterial
disease. This workshop is designed for
A level students and lasts for around 4.5
hours, including a 30 minute break for
lunch (not provided). You will use
restriction enzyme digests and gel electrophoresis to analyse and learn about DNA, restriction enzymes
and evolution. At the end of the workshop you will look at the DNA evidence and decide what advice to
give their colleagues at the scene of the outbreak.
Linda Doyle
Biology

2022 Autistic Pride Event
Seventh Annual Autistic Pride Picnic in the Park - Hyde Park on Sunday July 17th 2022 from 12:00-16:00.
The event is to promote acceptance from society
and self-acceptance amongst Autistic people. It is a
free public event, run by Autistic people for Autistic
people, held in order to celebrate Autistic Pride
Event is primarily aimed at Autistic adults, but nonautistic people and children will be very welcome.
Facebook: 7th Annual Autistic Pride in Hyde Park
‘So, (Autistic) Pride, for me, is a way to celebrate our unique neuro-type. You can’t take the autism out of
us. It is who we are, woven into every strand of our DNA and I know I am not the only one who feels an
immense sense of pride in being Autistic despite the challenges it can present’. Dianne McLean, Autistic
Author, New Zealand.
Autistic Pride at Aucademy - 2021 - YouTube

The ALS Team

Messages From Staff
Canteen and Library opening hours
Over the next two weeks we have a number of INSET days when there will be no lessons.
Please note, below, the arrangements in respect of the canteen and library during these days.
Day
Wednesday 22nd June

Event

Canteen

Staff Inset

CLOSED

Open

Thursday 23rd June

Staff Inset

CLOSED

CLOSED – except for return of
text books before 9am and after
the morning exam finishes.

Friday 24th June

Staff Inset

CLOSED

Open

Saturday 25th June

CLOSED

th

Staff Inset

CLOSED

th

L6 UCAS 1-2-1 day

CLOSED

Monday 27 June
Tuesday 28 June

Library

Open
Open
Claire Mugridge
Assistant Principal, Finance

Period Equality Scheme
Everyone should have access to sanitary protection during their period.
We are here to help prevent period poverty. If you are unable to access
or cannot afford sanitary products, please help yourself to what you need.
If you, or anyone in your family needs to access products, there are
supplies in the student services area outside the safeguarding and
progress managers offices.
The Student Services Team

College rules reminder
Please be reminded that we are a college with limited space. A level exams are also taking place and after
they finish there are resit exams so:
•No card playing
•No footballs in the quad (use the pitch or grass at the very back of the site)
•No water pistols
Staff will confiscate these items until the end of term if you don’t keep to the rules.
Kevin Lawrence
Head of Year

Woodhouse Arts & Culture
Woodhouse A-Level Art Exhibition 2022
Please follow this link to view the
fantastic array of A level final
outcomes from the art exhibition.

Sharon White
Head of Art

Article of the week
Addicted to Distraction
Source: Tony Schwartz, New York Times, November 28, 2021
One evening early this summer, I opened a book and found myself reading the same paragraph over and
over, a half dozen times before concluding that it was hopeless to continue. I simply couldn’t marshal the
necessary focus. I was horrified. All my life, reading books has been a deep and consistent source of
pleasure, learning and solace. Now the books I regularly purchased were piling up ever higher on my
bedside table, staring at me in silent rebuke. Instead of reading them, I was spending too many hours
online, checking the traffic numbers for my company’s website, shopping for more colorful socks on Gilt
and Rue La La, even though I had more than I needed, and even guiltily clicking through pictures with
irresistible headlines such as “Awkward Child Stars Who Grew Up to Be Attractive.”
During the workday, I checked my email more times than I cared to acknowledge, and spent far too
much time hungrily searching for tidbits of new information about the presidential campaign, with the
election then still more than a year away… Keep reading here.
Poem of the Week
Carol Ann Duffy: Text
I tend the mobile now
like an injured bird
We text, text, text
our significant words.
I re-read your first,
your second, your third,

The codes we send
arrive with a broken chord.
I try to picture your hands,
their image is blurred.

Nothing my thumbs press
will ever be heard.

look for your small xx,
feeling absurd.
John O’Shea
Head of English

Woodhouse Wellbeing
Feeling stressed or anxious?
Update on Maggie’s days!
Maggie is changing from Wednesday to Thursday. So, if you are feeling stressed or anxious Maggie’s here
to help.
Please come along to the safeguarding office on most Thursday’s or Friday’s where you can meet Maggie
and take her for a walk.

Stay safe!
The Safeguarding team (and Maggie)

Wider Opportunities
Improvements to North Finchley - Have your say
Woodhouse College has been approached by the
North Finchley Town Centre Design Framework
Team who are urban designers and engagement
consultants and have been appointed by Barnet
Council to produce a design framework for North
Finchley (improvements to the high street and
public spaces).
They want to design spaces that are beneficial and
reflective of the local people and users and
therefore want to learn from you, about how you
currently use the town centre. They are doing the
first round of engagement this month and would
really like your feedback.
The contact lead for North Finchley Town Centre Design Framework Team is called Mani and can be
contacted on:
W: northfinchleytowncentre.co.uk
E: hello@northfinchleytowncentre.co.uk
Ph: 07961 63969 / 020 7729 1705
Sugra Alibhai
Principal

