
Last week we shared our guide to being the parent of an A level student. For many people, being the parent of an 

A level student is no more or less problematic than in the secondary or primary phases but it is a time of transition 

for young people and this can present new challenges. Because of this, we thought it might be useful if we assemble 

some of our thoughts based on the experiences we have accumulated over the years, about supporting students 

through the sixth form. We do not presume to offer advice to you about family life of course. Our guide can be 

found here.   

 

It was a pleasure to hear about the U6 trip to see The Tempest at the Globe Theatre. Our students seemed to 

have an excellent time as the picture below can show! 

A reminder of the key dates for this half term: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

I hope you all have a great week. 

 
 

3rd October 2022 

Academic excel lence in a  nurtur ing communi ty  

From the Principal... 

Wednesday 5th October L6 assembly for PTL cohort 

Thursday 13th October Subject tutorials 

Friday 14th October College closes at 2.10pm to support with Open Day preparations 

Saturday 15th October Open Day 

Monday 17th October College closed due to Open Day 

Sugra Alibhai 

Principal  

https://www.woodhouse.ac.uk/gfx/uploads/textbox/Parents%20Guide%20A%20level%20Students.pdf
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FILE CHECK WEEKS 

 

Vision 

Effort 

Systems 

Practice 

Attitude 
 

Having organised folders is so important if you are to be a successful A level student.  Your teachers will 

be checking your notes to make sure you are meeting our expectations.   

Students  will be expected to bring their folders in to college to show their teachers during these weeks : 

 

UPPER SIXTH 

Week of 3rd October 

Week of 9th January 

 

LOWER SIXTH 

Week of 10th October 

Week of 27th February 
Kevin Lawrence 

Physics / Head of SP&T 

  

Need help settling back into U6?   

 

Message to U6 students – welcome back. Maybe I can help? 

 

Top tips for organising your folders 

We will have a Student Progress Manager stall in the Hub on 

Wednesday 5th October break and lunchtime. 

 

Planning your workload so you achieve a healthy work/life  

balance 

Workshop, Science Learning Zone Thursday 6th October 3.20 

pm. 

 

Sign up on Woodle Events for the workshop now – first come first served. 

I am based above the Library on Wednesdays and Fridays (020 8492 8251) 

and based in Student Services on Thursdays x (020 8492 8223) 
Lisa Fry 

U6 Progress Manager 

Period Equality Scheme 

 

Everyone should have access to sanitary protection during 

their period. We are here to help prevent  

period poverty. If you are unable to access or cannot afford 

sanitary products, please help yourself to what you need. This 

is not limited to a single product at a time. 

 

If you, or anyone in your family needs to access products, 

there are supplies in the student services area outside the 

safeguarding and progress managers offices. Sarah Husain 

U6 Progress Manager 



Messages From Staff 
Attendance League Tables 

 

Congratulations! 

L6 attendance so far this term is 97% with 98% punctuality. 

These L6 tutors groups were the 10 groups with the best overall attendance : 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

U6 attendance so far this term is 96% with 97% punctuality. 

These U6 tutors groups were the ten groups with the best overall attendance : 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Kevin Lawrence 

Physics / Head of SP&T 
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Lucy Cavendish College (Cambridge) Academic Enrichment Programme 

 

Lucy Cavendish College is the most 

diverse College in Cambridge,  

admitting over 90% of our UK  

students from state schools. As part  

of our commitment to widening  
participation, we are delighted to launch our flagship virtual outreach programme, the Lucy Cavendish 

College Academic Enrichment  

Programme. The programme will provide over 700 high-achieving state school students with  

comprehensive supplementary academic support tailored to their stage in the curriculum, giving them the 

best chance of achieving their full potential.  

 

Following last year’s pilot programme 

86% of participants agree that their subject-specific knowledge and skills were strengthened, and 98% of 

participants feel confident that they now know how to make a competitive application to Cambridge and 

other top universities. 

What does the programme involve? 

 

Students will attend weekly online subject-specific enrichment classes from November 2022 to March 

2022, which will strengthen students’ skills and knowledge with the aim of raising attainment and  

confidence in their current studies. A range of additional subject taster sessions, alongside the completion 

of a Supracurricular Enrichment Project in May, will allow students to explore their subject interests  

further and think more seriously about possible degree choices. Throughout, students will also receive 

advice from our Admissions Team on every stage of the application process so that they can make their 

university applications as competitive as possible. 

For further details, including information on eligibility and how to apply go to Academic Enrichment Pro-

gramme 2022/23 | Lucy Cavendish (cam.ac.uk) 
Razi Hassan 

Physics Teacher and Oxbridge Coordinator 

Speakers’ Corner  

 

Please join us to hear guest speakers talk about their life and work 

and get your questions answered! All events are free to attend and 

open to all students and staff of the College. Simply register your  

intention to attend on Woodle Events and join us for interesting and 

lively discussion.  

 

Solace, Thursday 13th Oct. 3:30-4:30pm, Conference Room 

The Woodhouse Feminist Society has organised a speaker from  

Solace, a charity with a vision of a world where everyone is able to 

live safe and independent lives which are free from gender-based  

violence, abuse and exploitation.  Please join us to discuss this vital issue as part of domestic violence  

awareness month.  

Prof. AC Grayling, New College of Humanities, Thursday 17th November, Main Hall  

Noted philosopher A.C. Grayling will be joining us to discuss “Why study the humanities?”. 

 

Hephzibah Rudofsky, Thursday 24th November, Main Hall Hepzibah will be joining us to discuss the  
lessons of the Holocaust through her mother’s first-hand testimony, providing an important opportunity 

to learn about this pivotal time in history.  
Philip Smith 

Philosophy / RS Teacher 

https://www.lucy.cam.ac.uk/news/academic-enrichment-programme-state-school-students
https://www.lucy.cam.ac.uk/academic-enrichment-programme
https://www.lucy.cam.ac.uk/academic-enrichment-programme


Messages From Staff 
Cambridge Higher Aspirations Scheme 

 

Hello everyone – my name is Dr Chris Scott and I am the Admissions Tutor (in charge of applications) at 

Gonville & Caius College, Cambridge. I and my team at Caius are hugely excited to be able to offer the 

Cambridge Higher Aspirations Scheme to students in our London link boroughs. This will build  

substantially on Caius’s existing and longstanding work with the scheme providing students with sustained  

support over the whole of their sixth form career. 

The programme will include termly lectures by Cambridge academics, regular small-group-teaching from 

current Cambridge researchers, lots of specific application guidance and advice for Cambridge and  

Oxford in particular, and two visits to Caius in Cambridge. 

If you are excited by the prospect of working with us and you are on course to achieve 3 As or higher at 

A level, I highly encourage you to register: you’ve nothing to lose and I am confident that we can convince 

you over the coming months that Cambridge/Oxford is a realistic option for you as well as further  

enriching your interests in your favourite subjects. 

 

Session dates 

•All supervisions are virtual and delivered remotely (usually 6-7pm, Tuesdays): 

•6th December 

•10th January 

•7th February 

•14th March 

•18th April 

•23rd May 

•4th July 

 

Summer admissions support and Q&As 

One-night residential visit to Caius on 9th or 10th September including celebration event on the 10th 

(families welcome) 

 

Sign up  

Students in year 12 wishing to apply for the CHAS Scheme should complete an online form by following 

the link below. The deadline for applications is midday on Friday 21 October: 

 

https://cambridge.eu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_8iA7lCJZkUgtRbw 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Razi Hassan 

Physics Teacher and Oxbridge Coordinator 

https://cambridge.eu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_8iA7lCJZkUgtRbw
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Looking after your Mental Health 

 

Are you worried about your mental health and would like to access help and support? 

 

The college has 31 trained mental health first aiders available for you 

to talk to and help you to access extra support. If you would like to 

speak to one of them here’s what you need to do: 
 

First: 

Speak to your personal tutor or one of your teachers and let them 

know what your mental health concerns are. We can then allocate a 

trained mental health first aider to meet with you, discuss and help 

you to access the appropriate support. 

or 

If your personal tutor or teacher is not available on the day and you 

need help urgently, go along to the main reception in college, speak 

to a member of staff and they will contact a trained mental health 

first aider to come and speak with you. 

Stay safe.  

 

Ada Lovelace Day 2022 

Tuesday 11 October 2022 

Ada Lovelace Day (ALD) is an international celebration of the achievements of women in science,  

technology, engineering and maths (STEM). It aims to increase the profile of women in STEM and, in doing 

so, create new role models who will encourage more girls into STEM careers and support women  

already working in STEM. 

 

Ada Lovelace Day Live Online 

We have an amazing line-up for the final official Ada Lovelace Day Online event, in which our fabulous 

speakers will be talking for ten minutes each about their work or research. We will be broadcasting free 

on Facebook and YouTube from 20:00 until approximately 22:00 BST. Tickets are available now, so if you 

want to make sure you get updates and reminders, sign up now on Eventbrite. 

 

The talks 

The science of the human voice, Prof Sophie Scott 

Why do we sound the way we do? How did voices evolve, and how do our brains control them? Prof  

Sophie Scott will explore the neuroscience of our voices. 

Poo and power, Prof Priti Parikh 

Prof Priti Parikh researches infrastructure solutions in resource-challenged settings. She will talk about 

gaps in infrastructure and what that means for marginalised communities, with a dash of comedy on the 

side. 

 

How health tech is revolutionising patient care, Marcia Rankin-Smith 

Data- and AI-driven health tech  can significantly improve how patients engage with their care,  

empowering them to better understand their condition and how it can be managed. These new health 

tech solutions are also changing clinical practice for disease diagnosis and management for conditions like 

chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD) and heart failure, and can help reduce pressures on 

healthcare providers, eg by facilitating early discharge. So what does this health tech work and how does 

it improve patient outcomes? 

Sarah Hussain 

Safe Guarding 

https://ald22.eventbrite.co.uk/
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Stay curious, Aphra Le Levier-Bennett 

After having the privilege of talking at Ada Lovelace Day Live in 2017 when she was 17 years old and 

studying her A-levels, Aphra is delighted to return to discuss where STEM has led her now after  

completing her Physics with Philosophy degree. Although she has taken a different route and now works 

in the creative industries, STEM helped nurture her curiosity and she hopes to share this message with 

others. 

 

Energy transition: Sink or Swim? Yasmin Ali 

Energy runs the world – heating and cooling homes, moving cars, and powering devices. These incredible 

technologies make life easier and safer, but they come at a price – greenhouse gas emissions from fossil 

fuels change the environment and climate. It is not all doom and gloom, awareness of the problem is on 

the rise and an energy transition is afoot, but will we sink or swim? 

 

Maths is for everyone! Susan Okereke 

Every student should leave school competent and confident in everyday maths but sadly, this is not the 

case for many students. It has become socially acceptable to say ‘I can’t do maths’ and this attitude is  

having a negative impact on our children, our economy and society as whole. This talk will highlight the 

crucial role maths teachers and parents play in improving this situation and in making the world a fairer 

place. Susan will share some ideas on how to support people (children and adults) to enjoy and feel more 
confident doing maths but the main aim of this talk is to encourage discussion, ideas, sharing and  

collaboration. 

 

A bit more history of the candle, Fran Scott 

In her work as a pyrotechnician, Fran has learnt to somewhat read fire (and it her!). In this talk she’ll 

delve into her favourite fire-based demonstrations which help reveal some of its glorious secrets. She’ll 

also draw from Michael Faraday’s lecture series, “The Chemical History of a Candle”, which he presented 

as part of the Royal Institution’s Christmas lectures for young people. 
Rakel Perez 

Chemistry Teacher 
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Job Specification for Assistant Sports Coach / Activity Leader  

 

Company Overview Formed in April 2016, Rising Stars Activities set out with a mission to help children 

develop healthy bodies and curious minds. We aim to bring a fresh concept to children’s activities 

through new ideas and a highly professional service. Our current services include  

- After school sports clubs  

- Weekend Football clubs  

- Basketball clubs  

- Birthday parties  

- Holiday camps  

- Personal training for kids  

Job Specification Responsibilities will include:  

- Assist and progress to leading football club sessions  
- Assist and progress to leading birthday parties  

- Assist and progress to leading groups at holiday camps Work schedule Weekend and School Holiday 

Time Key Skills  

- Professional, friendly and enthusiastic approach  

- Forward thinker who uses their initiative  

- Reliable, dedicated and punctual  

- Enjoys working with children  

  

Salary & Benefits Competitive pay and DBS certificate to be obtained. Additional courses such as First 

Aid, FA coaching etc can be discussed If you believe that you are a suitable candidate and would like to 

join our growing team, then please email your CV and cover letter to info@risingstarsactivities.com We 

look forward to hearing from you . 

Aisha Adesanya 

Employability and Engagement Manager 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This unique two-part event brings together global leaders from within the Construction, Finance and 

Technology sectors, and young Black men aged 16-24 to connect and share insights.  

Hosted by Moving on Up, a ground-breaking employment programme for young Black men aged 16 – 24 

in London by national charity Action for Race Equality, and the Mayor of London’s Workforce Integration 

Network. 

 

For more details and registration please visit Eventbrite 

Aisha Adesanya 

Employability and Engagement Manager 

Career Ready Coordinator 

https://www.actionforraceequality.org.uk/moving-on-up/
https://www.actionforraceequality.org.uk/
https://www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/communities/workforce-integration-network-win
https://www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/communities/workforce-integration-network-win
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/a-journey-towards-inclusion-young-black-and-talented-tickets-406777812387
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Messages From Staff 
Student led societies 

What an amazing student societies fair this year!  I hope you got chance to talk to other students with 

similar interests or have signed up for something new. 

The list of societies with one contact is below.  Please contact the student leaders if you would like to get 

involved and they can tell you where and at what time the meetings take place. 

If you would like to start a society then please come and see me and I can talk to you about what is  

involved.  

Name of Student So-

ciety : 
Name Email 

The aim/purpose of our student led society 

is : 

African Caribbean 

Society 
Hillary Boye Doku 

21014195@woodhouse.

ac.uk 

Empower and Encourage Black Diaspora  

students and provide relevant activities to 

the students 

African-Caribbean 

Society 

Nakay Samuels-

Shrouder 

21016571@woodhouse.

ac.uk 

Embrace African Caribbean culture in  

Woodhouse 

Bio&Chem Society  Sarvin Khakpour 
21015824@woodhouse.

ac.uk 

To provide students with scientific  

resources such as articles, lectures or any 

work experience based on chemistry or 

Biology to broaden their knowledge on 

these subjects.  

I aim to provide resources for students who 

want to study biology, chemistry, biochem 

at university so that they are equipped with 

a wide range of experiences for their uni  

applications. We want to also welcome  

students who aren’t familiar with these  

subjects and get them interested perhaps 

by organising fun interactive practical's or  

research projects to get people more  

interested.  

Breast Cancer Aware-

ness Society  
Freya Messling 

21017075@woodhouse.

ac.uk 

To raise money for Breast Cancer Now and 

to raise awareness. 

Chess Club Zaki Bawany 
22018979@woodhouse.

ac.uk 

Create a friendly group of players will all  

level of expertise to play chess. 

Choir/Singing Rufus Ota 
22019078@woodhouse.

ac.uk 

Bringing students and voices together and 

sing for fun (and introducing people to  

singing). We could do any (clean) songs 

with any range of voices. 

Dance Amira Rowe 
21015043@woodhouse.

ac.uk 
Choreograph and dance.  

Demography  Samuel Ford 
21014439@woodhouse.

ac.uk 

To look further into the demography of  

various elections and exploring influences.  

Drama Society  Amina Zebiri 
21014306@woodhouse.

ac.uk 

The aim is to get students involved in  

drama, through games and fun activity. We 

will also try to work towards a showcase, 

with  

students leading their own ideas and  

projects with our help to put it on and or-

ganize the performances. 
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Economics Society Ishan Shah 21016348@woodhouse.ac.uk 

To expand economics beyond the  

classroom and bring in speakers from 

a variety of backgrounds to share their 

experiences in the economic and  

financial world. 

Economics Society Jairaj Regan 21015073@woodhouse.ac.uk 

To get a group of keen future  

economists together to have fun and 

be involved in lots of discussions. 

There will be a specific topic each week 

keeping up with current affairs. 

Feminist Society  Phoebe Case 21015419@woodhouse.ac.uk 

Firstly to inform and educate about the 

nuances of feminism and to have open 

dialogue about polarising topics as well 

as engage with the wider school com-

munity to raise awareness and  

engagement to different charities.  

FemSoc 
Saskia Scaris-

brick 
21017298@woodhouse.ac.uk 

Educate people about the range of  

diverse issues that affect woman + 

men as well as a key interest in  

woman’s  

sexual health + act as a place to learn 

from other people in the society about 

their experiences + beliefs. 

Film society  Effrosyni Bitzeni 21016106@woodhouse.ac.uk To analyse and create and watch films! 

Girls Netball and 

Basketball club 
Tiye Sako 21017763@woodhouse.ac.uk 

A weekly fun session to bring year 

groups together in sporting activities, 

build confidence in netball and  

basketball as well as an opportunity to 

meet new people.   

Human Rights society Kristiana Gjoni 21014946@woodhouse.ac.uk 
Raise awareness and support for  

Human Right violations world wide. 

Jewish Society (JSoc) Leah Creme 21017808@woodhouse.ac.uk 

To run sessions to discuss Jewish  

heritage, to allow Jewish speakers to 

come into sessions, and to run  

sessions for Jewish holidays and  

festivals. 

Law Society Rohan Vara 21015545@woodhouse.ac.uk 
To get people who are interested in law 

together and have fun. 
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Medicine, Dentistry and 

Veterinary sciences So-

ciety which will be 

known as MDV Soc 

Angela Diasivi 
21014201@woodhouse.ac.u

k 

Our main aim is to establish a support  

network and a space where students  

interested in applying for medicine,  

dentistry and veterinary sciences can  

socialise. We would be able to advise any 

new students because of the process we 

have gone through the previous year as 

well. The great thing about having a larger 

committee in charge of the society is that 

we would be able to organise ourselves 

more and we could initiate a system 

where we each "mentor" a number of stu-

dents. This would let them know where to 

come for advice and could make it a more  

personalised experience. We hope to  

create a strong community of aspiring  

medics here at Woodhouse. 

Philosophy Society Firoz Wong 
21016945@woodhouse.ac.u

k 

To discuss interesting philosophical  

scenarios, dilemmas and paradoxes  

covering topics within the specification 

and broader questions to challenge the  

inquisitive mind. 

Pride Society/ Plub Elinor Creme 
21016964@woodhouse.ac.u

k 

Provide a safe space for LGBTQ+ students 

at Woodhouse and continue to have  

fundraisers for LGBT charities by planning 

fun events for students to get involved in. 

Rhythm Games Society Karina Pishori 
21014828@woodhouse.ac.u

k 

A fun and relaxed environment for people 

with common interests to make friends, 

share their passions and learn more 

about rhythm games in general. 

Student Newspaper  Nina Drake 
21014746@woodhouse.ac.u

k 

To give students a voice for their opinions 

and creative writing. 

Table Top Games  

Society 
Max Prevezer 

21017521@woodhouse.ac.u

k 
Play boardgames. 

The Doctor Who society 
Lily-Rose 

Mandel 

22018649@woodhouse.ac.u

k 

To bring together fans of the sci-fi show  

Doctor Who, watch the show, and discuss 

fan theories. My hope is to bring in new 

fans and create a community of doctor 

who lovers to enjoy the show with! 
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Kevin Lawrence 

Head of Year 

 

The Well-being Society Sienna-Faye Philip 
21016798@woodhouse.ac.u

k 

We want the society to help  

students mental health and  

well-being so we aim to create a 

space where people can come and 

do mindfulness activities such as 

meditation, colouring and can 

share and get advice on problems 

such as exam stress. We can give 

tips and anything that has worked 

for us on the problems they share 

and there will also be group dis-

cussions for students to share  

anything. 

The Woodhouse Politics 

Society  
Arseniy Kozyrev 

21015374@woodhouse.ac.u

k 
Promote political debate. 

Woodhouse College Islamic 

Society 
Saira Begum 

21014776@woodhouse.ac.u

k 

Raise funds for prominent causes 

around the world, and for the most 

vulnerable of our society in  

particular. 

Woodhouse Union Peter Neale 
21014432@woodhouse.ac.u

k 
 

 

mailto:21014776@woodhouse.ac.uk
mailto:21014776@woodhouse.ac.uk


Woodhouse Art and Culture  
Poem of the week 

 

Charles Swain (4 January 1801 – 22  

September 1874) was an English poet and 

engraver, born in Manchester. He was  

honorary professor of poetry at the  

Manchester Royal  

Institution.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John O’Shea 

Head of English 

Words by Charles 

Swain 

 

If words could satisfy the 

heart, 

The heart might find less 

care; 

But words, like summer 

birds, depart, 

And leave but empty air. 

The heart, a pilgrim upon 

earth, 

Finds often, when it needs, 

That words are of as little 

worth 

As just so many weeds. 

A little said,—and truly 

said,— 

Can deeper joy impart 

Than hosts of words, 

which reach the head, 

But never touch the heart. 

The voice that wins its 

sunny way, 

A lonely home to cheer, 

Hath oft the fewest words 

to say; 

But, oh! those few,—how 

dear! 

If words could satisfy the 

breast, 

The world might hold a 

feast; 

But words,—when sum-

moned to the test,— 

Oft satisfy the least! 

Like plants that make a 

gaudy show, 

All blossom to the root; 

But whose poor nature 

cannot grow 

One particle of fruit! 

Still life by Amani Holden (L6) 

Yvette Kissi 

Art Technician 

 

Article of the week 

 

From aardvark to zyzzyva : inside the 

Oxford English Dictionary 

 

The OED’s mission – to define every 

word in the English language – is as ambi-

tious now as it was 150 years ago when 

the dictionary was founded. Pippa Bailey 

meets the lexicographers stepping up to 

the challenge 

 

https://magazine.theweek.co.uk/editions/

uk.co.dennis.theweek.single.issue1395/

https://magazine.theweek.co.uk/editions/uk.co.dennis.theweek.single.issue1395/data/126177/index.html
https://magazine.theweek.co.uk/editions/uk.co.dennis.theweek.single.issue1395/data/126177/index.html

