
Thought processes while completing a C4 Comprehension 

In this we will use a running example of the C4 comprehension paper from C4 June 2010 – Greener Travel. Have this 

to hand as you read this through and try to follow my logic. The general advice should apply to all comprehension 

papers. 

The comprehension paper may seem scary. Try to practice them regularly. Try to get into the ‘spirit’ of the article 

and give it your best shot!  

This is aimed to give you an insight into how I go about it. You may find your own method that works better. 

Good luck,  

Dr. Rhodes 

Stage One: Read article alongside the questions 
General advice: 

 Go through the paper with the questions open 

 Focus and highlight parts of the article that relate to the questions but do not focus on necessarily being able 

to answer the questions. 

 Try to pick up the overall message of the article – this will help you see the direction that the questions are 

trying to answer 

 If specific things are calculated in the paper then try to follow carefully how they did the calculation, they 

will likely ask you to replicate this for a different situation. 

 If there REALLY is a question you think you can answer then do so, but in general leave them to stage two. 

 Highlight key facts that you feel may lead to a question – numbers, relationships etc. 

 Spend time trying to understand the meaning and implications of tables. You could make a note of this next 

to them. 

 

C4 June 2010 specific thoughts (I would think this while reading): 

 The start describes the calculation for carbon emissions. Q1 is to do the same. 

 Line 35: This implies that accuracy is going to be a key part of the article. 

 Line 51 to 58 describes differences between Petrol and Diesel. 

 Table 1: Large proportion of cars at the upper end of the emission rating scale. 

 Table 2: emissions are very car dependent. 

 Line 77: Unexplained mathematical information presented – think why? 

 Line 81: Information about another part of the article – Table 1 only for new cars. 

 Fig. 3: Cars have worse emission when going slowly or quickly (also Q2 relates to this graph, I have looked at 

it but not tried to do the work) 

 Line 89 to 93: compares trains 

 Line 104: Note this only applies to new trains. 

 Table 4: Facts for an equation on line 107 (we will almost definitely use this equation). 

 Line 111 to 121: Make sure you understand the differences between these before moving on. 

 Fig 5: Note lack of axis – this is ‘diagrammatic’ (i.e. it is there to give an idea rather than to be used for 

calculation).  

 Line 153: Why is the individual view closer to reality – consider this point (because one person getting is 

currently unlikely to make more trains run due to line 145. 



Stage Two: Go through questions 
General advice: 

 Make sure you already have an overall feel to the article before starting this section.  

 Although a question may refer to a specific line, you may also need other information in that section to 

answer it. 

 If a line is quoted then obviously start there but make sure you look beyond just that line. Relevant 

information may be elsewhere in the article. Hopefully stage one will have helped you find it. 

 

C4 June 2010 specific thoughts (listed by question number): 

1. All information is in the box on page 2. Be careful not to miss that you must divide the figure for car carbon 

emission by 1.58. 

2. Looking for a minimum so think differentiation. Do not forget to add context to answer and units. 

Explanations help. 

3. i) Formula on line 107. Write down clearly values to substitute. 

ii) Look around for required information which is the emissions per passenger. This is found in Table 4. 

4. i) Think carefully about your axis before drawing. Make sure you include a title and titles on both axis. Match 

style of Fig. 5 

ii) Think carefully about the graph you just drew. Think how you might describe the graph to someone. There 

are 2 marks here so you will need to make two main points. Write in clear and precise sentences with good 

grammar. 

5. Do the calculation and use it to show the accuracy given. It says ‘justify your answer’ and there are 3 marks 

so you definitely need to say more than just ‘option B’. 

 

Stage Three: Check answers 
General advice: 

 Go back through your answers and check they answer the question.  

 Do your sentences make sense?  

 Does the number you calculated appear to make sense? (it is surprising how often I have seen students write 

something such as someone’s height being 188 metres) 

 Check you have included units where applicable. 

 Check you have given answers to a suitable level of accuracy (3 s.f. unless other accuracy makes sense or you 

are matching the accuracy in the question). 

 

Stage Four: Use remaining time wisely 
General advice: 

 Try to answer any questions you could not do with the remaining time. 

 If there is plenty of time left then re-read the article and you may be able to find the required information. 

 If there is not much time then focus on the specific part of the article that applies. 


