
C4:  Comprehension question 
 
 
Rationale 
 
The aim of the comprehension question is to foster an appreciation among 
students that, in learning mathematics, they are acquiring skills which 
transcend the particular items of the specification content which have made 
up their course. 
 
The objectives are that candidates should be able to: 
 

(i) read and comprehend a mathematical argument or an example of 
the application of mathematics; 

 
(ii) respond to a synoptic piece of work covering ideas permeating their 

whole course; 
 

(iii) appreciate the relevance of particular techniques to real-world 
problems. 

 
 
Description and conduct 
 
The examination for Section C of Applications of Advanced Mathematics (C4) 
includes a comprehension question on which candidates are expected to take 
no more than 40 minutes. The question takes the form of a written article 
followed by questions designed to test how well candidates have understood 
it. 
 
Candidates are allowed to bring standard English dictionaries into the 
examination and those for whom English is a second language are also 
allowed a translation dictionary. However care will be taken in preparing the 
question to ensure that the language is readily accessible. 
 
 
Content 
 
By its nature, the content of the written piece of mathematics cannot be 
specified in the detail of the rest of the specification. However knowledge of 
GCSE and C1, C2 and C3 will be assumed, as well as the content of the rest 
of this unit. Candidates are expected to be aware of ideas concerning 
accuracy and errors. The written piece may follow a modelling cycle and in 
that case candidates will be expected to recognise it. No knowledge of 
mechanics will be assumed.  
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